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Cyclic Codes from A Sequence over Finite Fields
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Abstract. A cyclic code has been one of the most active research topics in coding theory due to its
applications in many areas, such as data storage systems and communication, as they have efficient
encoding and decoding algorithms. This paper explains the construction of a family of cyclic codes
from sequences generated by a trace of a monomial over finite fields of odd characteristics. The
parameter and some examples of the codes are presented in this paper.
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1. Introduction

Let GF (q) be finite fields with q = pm elements, where p is prime and m ≥ 1. Consider
(GF (q))n as a vector space over GF (q). A q-ary [n, k, d]-linear code C is a k-dimensional
subspace of (GF (q))n with the minimum nonzero weight d. A linear code C over the finite
field GF (q) is said to be cyclic if any (c0, c1, . . . , cn−1) ∈ C implies (cn−1, c0, . . . , cn−2) ∈ C.
A word c = (c0, c1, ..., cn−1) in C can be represented as a polynomial c(x) = c0 + c1x +
... + cn−1x

n−1 in ring Rn = GF (q)[x]/〈xn − 1〉. So that C ⊆ (GF (q))n can be identified
by a subset of Rn, in this case the cyclic code is an ideal of Rn. Any ideal of Rn is
principal, so that it is generated by a polynomial g(x), where g(x) is a divisor of xn − 1.
The polynomial g is called generator of the cyclic code C. The dimension of cyclic code C
can be determined from degree of generator polynomial g.

The error-correcting capability of cyclic codes may not be as good as some other linear
codes in general. However, cyclic codes are widely used in many fields such as data storage
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and communication systems because they have attractive algebraic properties and have
efficient algorithms for encoding and decoding [2, 7, 11]. This code is also used to construct
impressive structures such as quantum codes [18], frequency hopping sequences [5] and so
on.

One of the main problems in coding theory research is finding the optimal code, which
is the code that has the largest minimum distance d related to the ability to correct
errors in the information transfer or meets some bounds from the best known linear code
according to the tables [8].

The cyclic code can be constructed from a periodic sequence s [3, 6]. These sequences
are generated from a function over a finite field. For simplicity, we call this cyclic code
as Cs. The results of Ding and Zhou’s constructions in papers [3] and [6] are interesting,
showing that the codes obtained are optimal.

Several open problems are presented in these papers [3, 6]. Some researchers have
solved the problems, see [12, 14, 16, 17]. Finding the dimension and the generator poly-
nomial of cyclic codes Cs from monomial f(x) = xq

m−2 ∈ GF (qm)[x] appear as an open
problem in [3], and solved by [17] then. However, differing sequences provide some different
results. In this paper, we discuss the construction of the cyclic code with the new sequence,
and we say that “sequence š”, from the monomial f(x). This construction will generate a
new cyclic code related to the code from the sequence s. We also add information about
the minimum distance of the code.

This paper is organized as follows. Section 2 introduces some basic notation and results
about q-cyclotomic cosets and sequences that will frequently be used to prove our main
results in the following sections. The dimension and the generator polynomial of a class
of cyclic codes defined by a sequence are determined in Section 3. The minimum distance
of this cyclic code is also provided in that section. In Section 4, we conclude this paper.

2. Preliminaries

In this section, some basic notations and results on q-cyclotomic cosets modulo n and
sequences used to prove the main result are introduced.

Definition 1. Let n = qm−1 and Zn = {0, 1, 2, . . . , n−1}. For any integer s, 0 ≤ s ≤ n−1,
the q-cyclotomic coset modulo n containing s is defined by

Cs = {s, qs, q2s, . . . , qls−1s} ⊂ Zn

where ls is the least positive integer such that qls ≡ s( mod n) and ls is called the size of
Cs.

Lemma 1. [9] Let q be a power of a prime p and n = qm− 1. For any 1 ≤ s ≤ n− 1 with
gcd(s, n) = 1 the length ls of the q-cyclotomic coset Cs is equal to m.

Definition 2. Let s∞ = (st)
∞
t=0 be a sequence over GF (q). A sequence s∞ is called

periodic with period N if there is positive integer N such that st = st+lN for every t, l ≥ 0.
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Definition 3. The polynomial c(x) = akx
k +ak−1x

k−1 +ak−2x
k−2 + · · ·+a0 over GF (q),

with ak = 1, is called characteristic polynomial of s∞ if

aksn+k + ak−1sn+k−1 + ak−2sn+k−2 + ...+ a0sn = 0

for every n = 0, 1, 2, . . . . Furthermore, the polynomial characteristic of the smallest degree
of s∞ is called minimal polynomial of s∞, and denoted by Ms(x).

The minimal polynomial Ms(x) of the sequence s∞ is unique and divides c(x). The
degree of Ms(x) is called linear span or linear complexity of s∞ and is denoted by Ls.

For any sequence s∞, we can determine the linear span and minimal polynomial of s∞

from the following lemma [4, Theorem 5.3].

Lemma 2. Let s∞ = (st)
∞
t=0 be a sequence with period L over GF (q). Defined SL(x) =∑L−1

t=0 stx
t ∈ GF (q)[x]. Then the minimial polynomial Ms(x) of s∞ is given by

xL − 1

gcd(SL(x), xL − 1)

and the linear span Ls is given by L− deg( gcd(SL(x), xL − 1)).

Another way is given in the following lemma [1], which is very important for proof of
our main result.

Lemma 3. Any sequence s∞ over GF (q) of period qm − 1 has a unique powers-of-α
representation of the form

st =

qm−2∑
i=0

ciα
it, for all t ≥ 0,

where ci ∈ GF (qm) and α is a primitive element in GF (qm). Suppose that I = {i|ci 6= 0},
then the minimal polynomial of s∞ is

Ms(x) =
∏
i∈I

(x− αi), (1)

and the linear span of s∞ is Ls = |I|.

It should be noticed that in some references, the reciprocal of Ms(x) is the minimal
polynomial of the sequence s∞.

3. Cyclic codes from the monomial f(x) = xqm−2

In this section, we study a particular type of sequences š∞ defined by

št = Trm1 (f(αt + 1)− f(αt)), t ≥ 0, (2)
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where
f(x) = xq

m−2, (3)

is a function in GF (qm)[x], m is a positive integer, Trm1 is the trace function from GF (qm)
to GF (q) and α is a primitive element of GF (qm)∗.

The objective of this part is to construct a class of cyclic code from this sequence with
explicit monomial f . We call the cyclic code Cš with the generator polynomial from the
minimal polynomial of the sequence š∞ = (št)

∞
t=0. Let n = qm − 1 and e = qm − 2. By

Lemma 3 and (2), to get the parameters of the corresponding cyclic codes is to compute
the powers-of-α representation of Trm1 (f(αt + 1)− f(αt)) as follows:

št = Trm1 (f(αt + 1)− f(αt))

= Trm1 ((αt + 1)e − (αt)e)

= Trm1

(
e∑

i=0

(
e
i

)
αit − αet

)

=

qm−2∑
i=0

(
e
i

)m−1∑
j=0

αqjit −
m−1∑
j=0

αqjet

=

qm−2∑
i=0,
i 6∈Ce

(
e
i

)m−1∑
j=0

αqjit

=

qm−2∑
i=0,
i 6∈Ce

m−1∑
j=0

(
e

qji mod n

)
mod p

αit

=

qm−2∑
i=0,
i 6∈Ce

Ke,q,m(i)αit,

(4)

where Ke,q,m(i) =
m−1∑
j=0

(
e

qji mod n

)
mod p and Ce is the q-cyclotomic coset containing

e modulo n.
From (4), define

Supp(Ke,q,m) = {i ∈ Zn : Ke,q,m(i) 6= 0, i 6∈ Ce}. (5)

Now, we need to count the Supp(Ke,q,m). To do this, we have to simplify (4). Note that
the following lemma is well-known.

Lemma 4. [15] Let N > M > 0, then(
N − 1
M

)
=
N −M
N

(
N
M

)
.
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Let kij = qji mod n, from the Lemma 4 and note that the multiplicative inverse of
e+ 1 is p− 1 in modulo p, then

Ke,q,m(i) ≡
m−1∑
j=0

(
e
kij

)

≡
m−1∑
j=0

e+ 1− kij
e+ 1

(
e+ 1
kij

)

≡
m−1∑
j=0

(1 + kij)

(
e+ 1
kij

)
mod p.

(6)

The last part of (6) always has the same form for any j as the following lemma.

Lemma 5. For any i ∈ Zn, (
e+ 1

qi mod n

)
=

(
e+ 1

i mod n

)
.

Proof. Let i =
∑m−1

j=0 ijq
j , then qi mod n = im−1 + i0q+ · · ·+ im−2q

m−1. Combaining

the fact e+ 1 =
∑m−1

j=0 (q − 1)qj and Lucas’s theorem [13] we have(
e+ 1

qi mod n

)
≡
(
q − 1
im−2

)
. . .

(
q − 1
i0

)(
q − 1
im−1

)
≡
(
q − 1
im−1

)
. . .

(
q − 1
i1

)(
q − 1
i0

)
≡
(
e+ 1
i

)
mod p.

This yields, for kij = qji mod n, (where j ∈ Zm),

(
e+ 1
kij

)
≡
(
e+ 1
i

)
mod p. Hence,

the equation (6) equivalent to

Ke,q,m(i) ≡
(
e+ 1
i

)m−1∑
j=0

(1 + kij)

≡
(
e+ 1
i

)m+

m−1∑
j=0

kij

 mod p.

The following lemma assures that the

(
e+ 1
i

)
is not divided by p.
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Lemma 6. Let a be a positive integer and k be a nonnegative integer. For p prime then(
pa − 1
k

)
6≡ 0 mod p.

Proof. (
pa − 1
k

)
≡ (pa − 1)!

k!(pa − 1− k)!

≡ (pa − 1)(pa − 2) · · · (pa − k)

k!

≡
pak −

(
k∑

i=1
i

)
p(k−1)a

k!

+

( ∑
i 6=j,i,j∈[k]

i.j

)
p(k−2)a − · · ·+ (−1)kk!

k!

≡ (−1)k mod p.

Let sq(i) =
m−1∑
j=0

kij , then (5) becomes

Supp(Ke,q,m) = {i ∈ Zn : sq(i) +m 6≡ 0 mod p}\{i ∈ Ce}. (7)

Let A = {i ∈ Zn : sq(i) +m 6≡ 0 mod p} and B = {i ∈ Ce}. So, (7) becomes

Supp(Ke,q,m) = A\B.

To get the cardinality of A we need to prove the following lemmas. Let λ1 = n
q−1 and

λ2 = q − 1, then λ1 = 1 + q + q2 + · · ·+ qm−1 and λ1λ2 = n.

Lemma 7. Let a ∈ Zn and j ∈ {0, 1, 2, . . . ,m − 1} such that aqj ≥ n and aqj = γn + δ,
for some δ ∈ Zn. Then

aqj ≡ aqj − γλ2(1 + q + q2 + · · ·+ qm−1) mod n,

for some γ ≥ 0.

Proof. Consider δ ∈ Zn, that is δ = aqj − γn = aqj − γλ1λ2, so that

δ ≡ aqj − γλ2(1 + q + q2 + · · ·+ qm−1) mod n,

for some γ ≥ 0.
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Lemma 8. Let b ∈ Zn, b 6= 0. Then

sq(b) = (bq0 mod n) + (bq1 mod n) + · · ·
+ (bqm−1 mod n)

= (b− γ′)(1 + q + q2 + · · ·+ qm−1)

= (b− γ′) n

q − 1
,

for some γ′ < b.

Proof. Suppose j1, j2, · · · , jt ∈ {0, 1, 2, · · · ,m − 1} such that bqji ≥ n, for every i =
1, 2, · · · , t. Then by Lemma 7, we have

bqji ≡ bqji − γiλ2(1 + q + · · ·+ qm−1) mod n,

for some γi ≥ 0 and for all i = 1, 2, · · · , t. Hence

sq(b) = (bq0 mod n) + (bq1 mod n) + · · ·
+ (bqm−1 mod n)

= b(q0 + q1 + q2 + · · ·+ qm−1)

− (λ2

t∑
i=0

γi(q
0 + q1 + q2 + · · ·+ qm−1))

=

(
b− λ2

t∑
i=0

γi

)
(q0 + q1 + q2 + · · ·+ qm−1).

Put γ′ = λ2
∑t

i=1 γi.

Lemma 9. If (b− γ′) 6= 0 mod p, then

(b− γ′)λ1 = (b− γ′) n

q − 1
6= 0 mod p.

Proof. Since λ1|n = qm − 1, then gcd(λ1, p) = 1 so that λ1 mod p is a unit in Zp.
Consequently, if (b− γ′) 6≡ 0 mod p, then (b− γ′)λ1 ≡ (b− γ′) n

q−1 6≡ 0 mod p.

In order to determine i ∈ Zn such that sq(i) 6= 0 mod p, it is equivalent to find i such
that i − γ′ 6≡ 0 mod p (based on Lemma 8 and Lemma 9) and i − γ′ 6≡ 0 mod p if and
only if gcd(i− γ′, qm) = 1. Hence, from Phi Euler function we have

#A = qm(1− 1

p
). (8)

The biggest element in Zn, that is e = qm − 2, contained in A. It can be shown by the
following lemma.
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Lemma 10. Let q be a prime power of p. Defined sq(i) =
m−1∑
j=0

kij ,, where kij = qji mod n

and n = qm − 1. Then
sq(e) +m 6≡ 0 mod p,

where e = qm − 2.

Proof.

sq(e) +m ≡ (e mod n) + (qe mod n) + · · ·
+ (qm−1e mod n) +m

≡ (n− 1) + (n− q) + · · ·+ (n− qm−1) +m

≡ mn+m− (1 + q + q2 + · · ·+ qm−1)

≡ −1 mod p.

From Lemma 1 and gcd(e, n) = 1 we have |B| = |Ce| = m. Thus, from (8), we have

#Supp(Ke,q,m) = qm(1− 1

p
)−m. (9)

The following theorem gives the minimal polynomial of the sequence š∞ in (2) with func-
tion (3).

Theorem 1. Let š∞ be the sequence of (2), where f(x) = xq
m−2, then the minimal

polynomial of š∞ is given by

Mš(x) =
∏
i∈Zn,

sq(i)+m6≡0 mod p,
i 6∈Ce

(x− αi), (10)

and the linier span Lš of š∞ is

Lš = qm(1− 1

p
)−m.

Proof. This theorem follows from Lemma 3, Lemma 10, Eq. (7) and Eq. (9).

The polynomial (10) in Theorem 1 can be used to construct a class of cyclic codes as
the following.

Theorem 2. The cyclic code Cš defined by sequence of Theorem 1 has parameters [qm −
1, q

m

p − 1 +m, d] where d ≥ q(p−1)
p and generator polynomial Mš(x) of (10).

Proof. The dimension of Cš follows from Theorem 1. Therefore we consider the lower
bound of minimum weight d. Note that the weight distribution of the cyclic code gen-
erated by Mš(x) is the same as that generated by the reciprocal polynomial of Mš(x).
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Furthermore, the reciprocal polynomial of Mš(x) has zeros αi where i ∈ H = {pj+1 : j =

1, 2, . . . , q(p−1)
p − 1}. Thus, from the Hartmann-Tzeng bound [10, Theorem 1], we have

d ≥ q(p−1)
p .

Example 1. Let q = 3, m = 2, and irreducible polynomial for GF (32) is x2 + 2x+ 2 = 0.
Then Cš is a [8, 4, 2] cyclic code over GF (3) with the generator polynomial Mš(x) = x4 +2.
It is known that for optimal linear codes of length 8 and dimension 4 over GF (3), the
minimal distance is d = 4.Its dual is a [8, 4, 2] cyclic code.

Example 2. Let q = 3,m = 3, and α be a generator of GF (33)∗ with α3 + 2α + 1 = 0.
Then Cš is a [26, 11, 6] cyclic code over GF (3) with the generator polynomial Mš(x) =
x15 + x14 + x12 + x11 + x10 + x9 + x8 + x7 + x6 + x5 + x4 + x3 + 1. It is known that
for optimal linear codes of length 26 and dimension 11 over GF (3), the minimal distance
satisfies 9 ≤ d ≤ 11. Its dual is a [26, 15,4] cyclic code.

Example 3. Let q = 3,m = 3, and α be a generator of GF (33)∗ with α3 + 2α2 + 1 = 0.
Then Cš is a [26, 11, 6] cyclic code over GF (3) with the generator polynomial Mš(x) =
x15 + x12 + x11 + x10 + x9 + x8 + x7 + x6 + x5 + x4 + x3 + x+ 1. Its dual is a [26, 15,4]
cyclic code.

4. Conclusion

We have given the construction of a family of cyclic code from periodic sequence š
from a monomial f(x) = xq

m−2 in GF (qm). The lower bound of the code is presented in

Theorem 2. In general, the code Cš has parameter [qm− 1, q
m

p − 1 +m, d] with d ≥ q(p−1)
p .

Three examples are presented. Numerical examples show that for the same length and
distance, the dual of cyclic codes presented in this paper has a lower dimension than in
[3, 1983] and [17, page 27].
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